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The Delaware River passes through writer Jim Hillestad’s neck of the woods in the Poconos.

Flames Along the Defaware

The Toy Soldier Museum's James H. Hillestad reflects on a tumultuous period in

American history that was ignited in his neck of the woods

merica’s Delaware River has its
headwaters in New York state. As
it flows south, it forms the border
between Pennsylvania and New
Jersey.
The focus of this article is Northeast

Pennsylvania’s Pocono Mountains region,

the highland escarpment to the west
of the river. It is where The Toy Soldier
Museum is located.

INDIAN DAYS

The first half of the 18th century has
often been referred to as “Indian Days”
locally.

The Poconos were a land of creeks
and forests rich in fish and game of all
kinds, including white-tailed deer, black
bears, beavers, turkeys and trout. In the
early 1700s, this wilderness was criss-
crossed by miles of Indian trails.
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The area was home to the Lenni-
Lenape Indian nation. The Lenape were
a peaceable people and welcomed Euro-
pean settlers.

Things changed in 1737, however,
when Pennsylvania provincial Gov.
Thomas Penn used guile and subterfuge
to cheat the Lenape out of their ances-
tral lands and evicted the tribe.

FRONTIER IN FLAMES

Realizing that they had been duped, the
Lenape took to the warpath. For the next
20 years, in massacre after massacre,
the Indians retaliated. Farm families
throughout the region suffered whole-
sale butchery.

Calls for a reprisal — and defense —
against the Lenape resulted in action on
two fronts.

A Philadelphia printer by the name of

Benjamin Franklin was called upon to
plan a defense along the Delaware River.
He constructed a string of forts and
enlisted men to battle the Indians on the
Pennsylvania side of the river.

At the same time, Gov. Jonathan
Belcher of New Jersey created the Fron-
tier Guard to secure his side of the river.

Recruits were seasoned woodsmen
over age 21. They came from all walks of
life, including enslaved men and inden-
tured servants. Members of the Frontier
Guard wore civilian attire and equipped
themselves with muskets and powder
horns.

The line of forts and blockhouses built
ranged from log cabins to large stock-
ades.

A FRAGILE PEACE
The French and Indian War (1754-1763)
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Preliminary layout of Jim Hillestad’s Colonial frontier diorama.

The Delaware River begins in New York state
and flows southward to the Atlantic Ocean.

BETWEEN 2 MOUNTAINS
“Pocono” is a Lenape word meaning
“stream between two mountains.”
It refers to the mighty Delaware,

a navigable river that flows to the
Atlantic Ocean near Philadelphia.

. --James H. Hillestad
A frontier farm comes under attack.

A chief exhorts his warriors. Woodland Indians were quick to adopt firearms over bows and arrows.
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Settlers prepare for the worst. The Indians open fire.

“REALIZING THAT THEY HAD BEEN DUPED, THE LENAPE TOOK TO THE WARPATH.
FOR THE NEXT 20 YEARS, IN MASSACRE AFTER MASSACRE, THE INDIANS RE-
TALIATED. FARM FAMILIES THROUGHOUT THE REGION SUFFERED WHOLESALE

BUTCHERY.”
A pioneer and a brave square off in mortal
combat.
Today’s Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort rose on the site of the DePuy homestead in Shawnee on the Roadside marker for Nicholas DePuy’s home-
Delaware. Pa. stead, which became the site of Fort DuPuy.

FORT SITE BECOMES FRED WARING'S INN
One of the Pennsylvania forts was Fort DePuy, situated in the village of Shawnee on the Delaware.

Nicholas DePuy, a distinguished Frenchman, purchased 3,000 acres of land in 1733. The land was “borrowed” by Benjamin
Franklin to erect a fort, known as Fort DePuy, in 1755.

The land was returned to DePuy in 1763. It subsequently became home to the Shawnee Inn.

In 1946, the inn was purchased by Fred Waring, the world-famous leader of the musical group Fred Waring and the Pennsylva-

nians. Called “the man who taught America to sing,” Waring produced a string of hits, such as “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,” “Danc-
ing in the Dark” and “White Christmas.”

Waring was also a promoter of the Waring Blendor, the first modern electric blender on the market. It became an important
tool in hospitals for preparing specific diets. It was also used by Jonas Salk in developing his polio vaccine.

Today the Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort is owned and operated by the Kirkwood family.

--James H. Hillestad
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The Toy Soldier Museum diorama measures 22-by-45 inches. It features figures by John Jenkins Designs combined with scenic items from W. Britain.

PRINCETON CONNECTION
Provincial Gov. Jonathan Belcher
was instrumental in establishing the

College of New Jersey, now known
as Princeton University.

--James H. Hillestad

was still in progress in 1758, when a
treaty was signed in Easton, Pa., along

Young boys do their part. The detail and animation on the figures is the Delaware River. The treaty signified
exceptional. that the Delaware Indian tribes, includ-
ing the Lenape, had made peace with
England.

Peace, however, was elusive.

Hordes of settlers continued pouring
into the region, violating Indian treaty
rights. With their newfound allies, the
French, the Indians rose once again, and
these early actions along the Delaware
spilled into the French and Indian War.
But that is another story.

| have created a diorama depicting
a Colonial farmstead in the Delaware
River Valley being attacked by Indian
marauders. The 1:30-scale metal figures
were produced by John Jenkins De-
signs. Scenic accessories came from W.
Britain. B

ABOUT THE WRITER

James H. Hillestad is a military histo-
rian and proprietor of The Toy Soldier
Museum in Cresco, Pa., USA.

Women take up arms as everyone gets involved in staving off the Lenape attack.

TOY SOLDIER & MODEL FIGURE 17

014-017_TS240_Flames.indd 17 3/15/19 11:43 AM



