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King George V
(41149)

FOOTNOTES TO HISTORY

e British Royal Family is
surrounded by and even
defined by such pomp and
1 pageantry, such history and such a
weight of tradition that it’s easy to
lose sight of the human beings they
really are. Here is a sketch of the
human side of one member of the
Royal Family, George V.

George V ascended the throne
upon the death of his father Edward
VII in 1910. A sailor by upbringing
and temperament, he would tap the
barometer when he arose in the
morning and before retiring at night.
He was ill at ease on public occasions, :
harboring a deep dislike of ceremony, :
and preferred the domestic simplicity :
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: over Buckingham

: Palace. He had married
: Princess May of Teck

: (later Queen Mary)

2 m 184

: war he made over 4
 : troops and over 300
 : to wounded servicemen. He
: for magnanimous treatment of

. German prisoners-of-war and argued
: strongly against reprisals. He pressed :
: also for more humane treatment of

: conscientious objectors. In 1915,

: much to the dismay of many of the

. court, the King banned alcohol in the
“ : palaces for the duration of the war

. (though it was rumored that Queen
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© and tranquility of York 1893 Wedding
; : of George,
: cottage at Sandringham bt

Princess May of
Teck (author's
collection)

Mary's fruit cup
was laced with

g cxiler Corondtion Dushar: # Sk champagne!).

& ou m 1917, and the name Windsor was
tothe war - adopted. On hearing the news, his

1914, h

e
effort, re - cousin the Kaiser remarked that he
encouraging th he : was going to the theater to see “The

- Merry Wives of Saxe-Coburg Gotha.”

:  The King’s insistence on

: punctuality knew no bounds.

: Breakfast was at nine sharp and

one was considered late if the clock
: struck whilst one was still on the

: stairs. The tardy individual received
: admonishment — and no brezkiast.

: In fact, at Sandringham, he had zll

. the clocks kept at one-half hour fast.
: to insure prompt attendance. When

He pressed




George V

lay dying in
1936, his son
the Prince of
Wales (later
Edward VIII),
gave orders
for the clocks
to be put right. A
neighboring clockmaker
was summoned by taxi to
carry out the order.

During his reign, the royal family
were allowed to marry into British
families. This democratic gesture
raised some royalist eyebrows, but
was welcomed by the people at large.
This policy made it possible for his
son the Duke of York (later George
VD to marry a commoner. Also during
George V’s reign, women won the
right to vote, the Irish Free State
was created, the self-governing
Dominions were granted equal status
with Great Britain, and the National
Health Insurance Act gave workers
pay and free medical attention during
sickness.

At his
Silver Jubilee
- in 1935,

! His Royal

" Highness

professed

.~ surprise and
humility at the

" massive outpouring
of loyalty and affection,

remarking “I'd no idea that

Coronation Plate, 1911  {},oy falt that about me. [
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am beginning to think that
: they must really like me for myself.”

The association of his son, the
¢ Prince of Wales with Mrs. Simpson,
: gave the King great distress. In a
: chillingly prophetic utterance, he
: told his last Prime Minister Stanley
. Baldwin, “After I am dead, the boy
: will ruin himself in twelve months.”

: On January 20, 1936, at five minuzes
: before midnight, King George \.

: alife-long smoker, succumbed
: bronchial related problem
: a peaceful death at Sandr
: death which was, however. hastene:

LEFT ‘SURE THING"

“There’s another two millios men just amwes
at the base, sir”

“Well, give them tea, sergeant

Cartoon by Bruce Bainsfather whose name
was a household word during Wi

LEFT Welcome letter to US
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1910 Daimler Limousine used by George
: V, 17 feet long, 7.5 feet high (Petersen
: Automotive Museum, Los Angeles)

: by euthanasia. This was at the hands
: of his physician, Lord Dawson. Years
¢ later, Dawson’s notebook revealed

: that he injected the King with lethal
: doses of morphia and cocaine not

: to spare him pain (he was already

. in a coma), but for the sake of the

: grieving family — and so that notice

. of the King’s death would 2 ®

: the respectable mornin
. rather than the afternoc




