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Mention the word Gurkha and the mind conjures up
a fearless fighter wielding a unique weapon.

FOOTNOTES TO HISTORY

ince 1816, these soldiers from
SN epal have been an integral

part of the British Army. They
demonstrated their loyalty in the
Indian Mutiny (1857) where, outside
Delhi, the 2 Regiment held off a :
] vastly superior force of mutineers for :
4 three months. The unit suffered 327
: casualties out of 490 men.

In recognition of their loyal service
during the Mutiny (the first “native”
unit to fight on the side of the
British), the 2™ Gurkhas (Sirmoor
Battalion) were awarded the followmg
orders and distinctions:

* The Regiment was granted
a third, Honorary, Colour,
mscribed “Delhi” in
English, Hindi and Persian.
An additional Jemadar
(lieutenant) was added
the establishment to carry
this Colour.
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_EFT India General Service Medal 1854 -85 to 2 Rifleman with the 4=

who were the chief look-out men
- stationed on top of Hindu Rao’s house
- during the siege at Delhi. They are
Accedi:g 0 '_".e rule that : represented standing over the Delhi
. Riile regiments @ - Palace Gate, supporting the Queen’s
E colours, m 1863 the R - Crown. Below the gateway are two

e The rank and file were
henceforth to be called
Riflemen because of the
opprobrium attached to the
name “Sepoy.”

* The title was changed from the : them up.” But at the kozr:za:ﬂd of : cross “kukries,” the national weapon
Sirmoor Battalion to the Sirmoor : Queen Victoria, a Truncheon was - of the Gurkhas. The Truncheon
Rifle Regiment. : awarded to be carried as a unique and : staff is five feet long and can be

: special mark of outstanding devotion : disassembled into five sections. It

> The Battalion was granted the : and gallantry at Delhi. : can then be carried in five haversacks.
privilege of wearing the red - : The Truncheon was part of the
facings and uniform of the 60% ¢ The Truncheon is made of silver : Royal Guard of Honour at the 1911
Rifles (later The King’s Royal : and bronze. The head of the : Delhi Durbar and was carried at the

Rifle Corps), with whom they ¢ Truncheon represents three Gurkhas : coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. In




ABOVE The Queen’s Truncheon (courtesy
The Gurkha Museum)

BELOW The Gurkha Regimental Side Drum
with Battle Honours

' Headquarters is
at Airfield Camp,
" Netheravon, in
| Wiltshire.

- Asarifle regiment,
- the 2" King Edward
| VII's Own Gurkhas
. (the Sirmoor Rifles)
| have some notable
| distinctions. They
| march at a faster
| pace, wear rifle

PP green uniforms
"~ with red facings, and
as mentioned, do not

ceremony, the . ;
¢ carry colours. They wear a green

Truncheon is carried

upright like a colour, supported in a
belt with a bucket fitting. : and black diced band. On the top of
: the cap is a black tuft or toorie.

In 1947, India gained independence. :

Of the ten Gurkha regiments :
(23,000 men), six joined the Indian
Army and four (the 2%, 6%, 7%, and
10™) took service with the British
Army. These four constitute The
Brigade of Gurkhas of which the
2nd is the senior regiment. Brigade

¢ The toughness of the Gurkha is

: legendary. Byron Farwell in his very
¢ informative book The Gurkhas offers
: this tale:

: “There is a story, perhaps
: apocryphal, that a group of Gurkhas,

: when told that they might jump out
¢ of aircraft flying as low as 600 feet,
: looked worried and said that they
. thought 300 feet would be more
: reasonable. An officer explained that
. at that height their parachutes would
: not have time to open. ‘Oh!” said
. one, surprised, ‘then we will have
: parachutes?””

: Kilmarnock cap (Golo Topi) with a red
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A final note — most Gurkhas have

little or no facial hair. Should a
. whisker appear, it is plucked out with
. tweezers.

A curious footnote to history!

Jim Hillestad operates under
the name “The Toy Soldier.” His
museum, containing more than
35,000 figures and a large col-
lection of militaria, is located

in the Pocono Mountains of
Northeastern Pennsylvania. For
directions and hours, call him on
570 629-7227 or visit his website
at www.the-toy-soldier.com.




