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Lord Kitchener, War Minister 1914-15
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By James H. Hillestad, member No. 6

n the eleventh hour of the :
eleventh day of the eleventh
month of 1918, the Armistice

that ended World War I took eff
However, one more battle was :
be fought — in a distant and primitive
place.

At the outbreak of World War I in
1914, Germany had four colonies in

Africa: Togo, the Cameroons, German
: Africa and was an «
: War leader Louis Bo

South-West Africa, and German East
Africa. The first three fell quickly

to British and South African forces.
German East Africa proved, however,
to be quite a different story.

Despite being surrounded by
British-controlled Uganda, British
East Africa, British Rhodesia, the
Belgian Congo and Portuguese East
Africa, the Germans conducted
a protracted four-year, guerrilla

Hottentot rebellior

: to appreciate the guerrilla tactics
: that he employed in the fighting in
: German East Africa.

He commanded a force composed

: of fewer than 15,000 men (chiefly

: African askaris), yet such was his

. skill that with this small force he

: was able to keep busy over 372,000
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- troops of the British Empire. The

: British forces were largely made up

: of the King’s African Rifles, formed

: in 1901. The 4th (Uganda) Battalion

: was commanded by Captain E.B.B.

: Hawkins detached from the West

: Yorkshire Regiment. For four years,

: Hawkins chased Von Lettow’s forces,
: covering about 4,000 miles in the

: process.
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On November 12 1918, he fought
a pitched battle with the German
rearguard at Kasama, just south
of Lake Tanganyika, putting the
Germans to flight. It was not until
the following day that a bicycle
messenger pedalled up a jungle trail
with the news that the war had ended
two days before on November 11%.

Hawkins received Von Lettow’s
acceptance of the surrender terms
and his Uganda Battalion formed half
of the Guard of Honour at the formal
surrender on November 25%.

As a footnote, Von Lettow Vorbeck
returned to Germany a hero and
resigned from the army in 1920 as a

Major General. Hawkins, too, became

a Major General. He was awarded
the Distinguished Service Order for

gallantry on operations and the Order

of the British Empire and died two
years after his former adversary in
1966.

Jim Hillestad is the proprietor of
The Toy Soldier Museum and shop in
Northeastern Pennsylvannia and a
frequent contributor to The Standard.
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