FOOTNOTES TO HISTORY

t was the British artillery expert

Ian Hogg who coined the term

‘Newton's Artillery” for recoilless
weapons like the American bazooka
and the German panzerfaust. These
weapons, unlike other antitank rifles,
had no objectionable kick, as the
gases which propelled the explosive
shell were balanced by the gases
exiting the rear of the weapon. This
effect demonstrates Isaac Newton's
principle that every action has an
equal and opposite reaction.

The bazooka was invented by a
Swiss chemical engineer, Henry
Mohaupt, who offered it to the US
Army Ordnance Department. It
was introduced in combat in North
Africa, in 1943. For the first time, an
individual infantryman had a weapon
capable of destroying a tank. For his

his device, the Justice Department

efforts, when Mohaupt went to patent :
Thrdwing a grenade (17714 with 17767)

James H. Hillestad, Member No. 6, takes
a look at handheld explosive weapons of WWII
The Germans developed the

Panzerfaust (‘armor fist’), which had
: an explosive head on the end of what

: pursued him for violation of the War
: Secrets Act. All was soon ‘forgiven’
when he joined the US Army!




looked like a length of pipe. The
‘pipe’ or tail contained the propelling
charge. Its drawback was its short
range — only 100 feet. The user’s
close proximity to the target placed

him at great risk of suffering the same :

fate as the target. It also produced a
‘feurstrahl’ or fire jet out of its end,

which was lethal to a range of 10 feet.

The grenade, a descriptive term

derived from the Middle French word :
grenade (pomegranate), was first used :

in 1594. Noteworthy is that it was a
grenade that set the stage for World
War I. While Archduke Ferdinand
was shot at Sarajevo, earlier that day
he was the target of a Serbian hand
grenade which exploded, but left
him uninjured. However, the attack
so disoriented his chauffeur that he
drove into the wrong street — where
the Archduke was assassinated.

Early grenades weighed about three
pounds, and to throw them, European
armies picked tall, strong men. The
men wore high, brimless hats so that
the brim would not interfere with
their throwing arms. They were
considered elite soldiers and took on
the name ‘Grenadiers.” The Germans
in WWII fitted their grenades

Priming the ‘potato masher’ (17900
- with 17638)

(colloquially called ‘potato mashers’)
: with wooden handles for leverage,

: which enabled them to throw the

: devices a greater distance.

As a footnote, the Russians are

often credited with inventing the

i ‘Molotov Cocktail,” but it was Franco
: that ordered his Spanish Nationalists
: to use them against Russian tanks

¢ in 1936. Though they took a number

: of forms, the device was basically 2
: glass bottle filled with a flammable
: liquid. The neck of the bottle was

: stuffed with a rag held in place bv 2
: cork. The rag was lit, and the bottle

: hurled against its target, usuzlly a

: tank. It was the Finns who named

: it after Mikhailovich Molotov, who

: was Russian People’s Commissar for
: Foreign Affairs. In the Winter War,

: Finland’s Alko Corporation produced
: in its distillery 450,000 Molotov

: Cocktails to be used against the

. Russian invaders.

GADZOOKS!
The name Bazooka is atiributed
_ to jazz musician Bob Bumes. In

Readying the Panzerfaust
(17657 with 17921)
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