FOOTNOTES TO HISTORY
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common sight on state :
troopers in the United States  :
d on military officers around :

the world is a piece of equipment
created out of necessity by a very
unusual man. The piece of
equipment is the Sam Brown
belt — simple in design but
remarkable for its ingenuity.

To learn its origins, we need to
g0 back in time to 1858, to the
dusty and turbulent plains of
India.

At that time, the Indian s
cavalry had taken to putting 3
curb chains, borrowed from the
cavalry’s horse furniture,
to a different use. The
chains were stitched to the
shoulders of their uniforms to
ward off the enemy’s sword -
cuts. Also at that time,
swords and pistols were
suspended from the waist
belt on ‘sword slings.” This posed
an inherent problem — in that pistols

would occasionally fire accidentally as :
the rider bounced over rough terrain. !

Since the safety catch had not been
invented, the only way to protect
oneself from being shot in the

leg was to hold the pistol tight
agamst the waist with the left
hand, managing the reins
single-handedly with

the right. /

With that background,
: we come to Samuel
James Browne. Born
in India in 1824 to
an Army Surgeon
in the service of
the East India
Company;
8. 53 Browneat
= g the age of 16
became an
ensign in the
- 46th Bengal
&' Native Infantry.
He fought with
distinction in the
Punjab campaign
and on the
. North-West
Frontier. In
1858, he was
made a major

_ in command of the 2nd
: Punjab Cavalry.

Browne adopted the wearing of
curb chains which

by a fellow officer.
Some time after

. G. Younghusband, was killed When
; they went to sell his effects. they

: found that his bridles were missimg
were loaned to him :
: Browne removed the chains from

© his uniform and gave them to the

: purchaser of the bridles. Soon

: thereafter, Browne gallantly led 2

: small force against mutineers at

: Seeporah. Surrounded by assaffanss.
* he received a cut from a razor-

their curb chains. Learning of thes.

edged tulwar (sword) wiach &8 oo

—severng hus left arm deam of
at the shoulder Resforvemenss

armived m tine to Seve o s
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life, but not his

arm. For his valour, =
Browne received

the Victoria Cross.

_ Undaunted, Sam Browne was
determined to continue his career
as a cavalry officer — but what
to do? Without a left arm, he
couldn’t draw a sword, much
less hold a pistol. Necessity
was the mother of mvention,
and Browne designed a leather
belt with shoulder brace. This
harness made it possible to
have the pistol and sword
readily available, with
adequate support for their
weight, while also keeping
the pistol immobile to
prevent accidental firing. . : Indian Cavalry can be seen om the
In 1899 the received official i i : number one dress uniforms of Briosh
authorization for all those on active  § Cavalry : cavalry regiments. On each shoulider
service and was widely compied by z (Frontier Force) in his : “chains” are worn —2 remunder of thes
armies throughout the world. : honour. Browne’s original belt is now : footnote to history.
: on public view in the India Room :

Sam Browne was made Lieutenant- : of the Royal Military Academy at : Jim Hillestad is the propricior of
General in 1877 and died in 1901.In  : Sandhurst. : The Toy Soldier Misesom and Shop
1904, the 2nd Punjab Cavalry was : in northeastern Pennsvirania and o
re-designated the 22nd Sam Browne’s : Today evidence of the link with the : frequent contribudor fo The Siamdard.




