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FEATURE

A Toy Soldier Museum delivery 
wagon brings joy to boys and girls.

W   
alking through The Toy Soldier 
Museum one day, I was taken 
by the many imaginative and 
humorous vignettes sand-

wiched in amongst larger displays. 
The vignettes reflect the lighter side 
of collecting — and call attention to 
the creative talents of those that con-
ceived them. 

Here is a photo scrapbook of some 
of the those vignettes. I hope TS&MF’s 
readers will enjoy them. n

TEXT AND PHOTOS: JAMES H. HILLESTAD

Time for a Bit of Whimsy
James H. Hillestad shares a peek at some of the enchanting collectibles in his 
Toy Soldier Museum

Skinhead takes a stand by Sarum Soldiers.
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Some things never change — children at play by The Toy Soldiers of Wm. Hocker, Proprietor.

The end of a long washday in old Hong Kong by King & Country Ltd. 

Halloween for the graveyard shift by Valiant Enterprises.

“Napoleon Advancing” by Phoenix Models assembled and 
painted by G. Huntley-Williams. 

Everybody loves the Marx Brothers by Unicorn Miniatures.
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Warriors in training by Trophy Miniatures of Wales Ltd.

A steamy New Year’s Eve in Paris by CBG 
Mignot.

Caption

An unsympathetic audience from Under Two Flags.

Snoopy and Woodstock go on a road trip by Pixi of Paris.
“No Sleeping in the Park” by Len Taylor of 
Trophy Miniatures of Wales Ltd.

“Polls Apart” by Trophy Miniatures of Wales Ltd.
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“The Fab Four” by Peter Davis of Little Lead Soldiers.

Preacher and lady of the evening from Under Two Flags.

Boots removed and time for a nap by Phoenix 
Models.

A personal favorite — “Pigs on Parade” by 
Michael Raymer.

A close shave by King & Country Ltd.

“Babes in Toyland” after the 1934 Laurel and Hardy movie by Unicorn 
Miniatures.
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“Lost and Found” by Asset Miniatures. “The Weekly Bath” by Harold Pestana of Sol-
diers of the Queen.

Pharmacy in the charming French style of Pixi 
of Paris.

A Boy Scout whispers, “Peekaboo!” by Joe Shimek of Potsdamer Zinnsoldaten.

The psychotherapist asks the patient, “Why 
don’t you dream of your wife?” in a vignette 
by Bill Speer of Royal Express.

Patriotic sales pitch produced for the “Christ-
mas at Aldershot” series by Ed Carrigg of 
Soldier Centre Miniatures. 

“Prost!” by Fred Klotz.

“Put up yer dukes!” from the old Britains 
Mammoth Circus set.

Alice watches roses being painted 
red in Wonderland by Red Box.

Santa Claus “Inspecting the Troops” Ted Ded-
dens of Tedtoy Miniatures.
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 ABOUT THE WRITER
James H. Hillestad is the proprietor of The Toy Soldier Mu-
seum and shop in Cresco, Pa., USA. 

“Under the Big Top Circus” by Bob Emmons.

African Queen made to complement the German gunboat Louisa 
by John Lesinski.

“Off to the Parade” by Imperial Productions of New Zealand.

The toy fort of childhood that collectors remember by Giles Brown of Dorset Soldiers.

British bulldog look-a-like connoisseur fig-
ures by The AeroArt St. Petersburg Collection.

“Here He Comes!” depicts the man of the 
hour at Christmastime. Made by Ed Carrigg of 
Soldier Centre Miniatures.
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