FOOTNOTES TO HISTORY

James H. Hillestad, member 6, returns
this issue to dispel the myth and clarify the reality
that surrounds the Victoria Cross

Replica of
the Victoria Cross

Last year, W. Britain introduced
a new series of figures
commemorating 150 years of the
Victoria Cross. The focus was the
Crimean War. This year the series
continues with the Indian Mutiny.

The Victoria Cross is the United
Kingdom’s highest award for
bravery and takes precedence over
all other medals and orders.

At the start of the Crimean War
in 1854, there existed no gallantry

award for British servicemen. It was :

felt that to decorate a man for doing
no more than his duty would be to
suggest that performance of duty
had become optional.

The horrors of that war —

inadequate equipment, rudimentary

medical facilities, incompetent

. leadership — were all brought to

: light by on-the-spot journalistic

: reports. Public opinion in England
: was enflamed and led to much-

: needed reforms. A call also arose

: to recognize the bravery of the

: participating soldiers and sailors

: with a gallantry medal open to all

: ranks.

: 1854 by Captain George Treweeke

: Scobell, M.P, a retired naval officer
: and Liberal member for Bath.

: Britain was allied with France in the
: Crimean War and Scobell pointed :
: out that the French Army possessed :
: a gallantry order (The Legion of :
: Honour), open to the humblest

¢ drummer boy.

: proposed but, again, Her Majesty

: objected — saying that it implied that
: those who did not receive it were

: less than brave. Hence the simple,

. but poignant, inscription: “For

: Valour.”

The medal was, and has always

been, manufactured by the

: goldsmiths Messrs. Hancock of

The seeds were sown in December :

After much deliberation, including

: consultation with Prince Albert,

: a Warrant instituting the VC was
: signed at Buckingham Palace in
: January 1856.

Queen Victoria took an active role

. in the medal’s design. Originally

: suggested in copper, she rejected
 this in favor of bronze which has

: aricher color and would, because
. of its hardness, wear better. The

. inscription “For the Brave” was

Bruton Street in London. The

- designer was 27-year-old Henry
: Armstead, who later became a
: celebrated sculptor.

PLAYERS CICGARETTES.

SERGT-MAJ BERRYMAN 3 QR-MASTES
FARRELL AT BALACLAS 354

Saving Captain Webb. On October 25,
1854, during the Charge of the Light
Brigade at the Batile of Balaclava.
Captain Webb. 17th Lancers, was
wounded. Troop Sergeant-Major John
Berryman and Sergeants Joseph Malone,
13th Light Dragoons, and John Farrell,
17th Lancers, rescued him from the
field. Each sergeant received a VC




The Victoria Cross was instituted
to recognize “acts of signal valour
or devotion in the presence of the
enemy.” Initially, there was no
provision that a VC could be
awarded posthumously. Since many
of the acts of bravery resulted in the
death of the performer, this was
felt to be inequitable. In 1902, King
Edward VII began the process of
making the award retrospectively
and giving the medals to the next-
ofkin. Noteworthy were those
awarded to Lieutenants Melville and
Coghill, 24th Foot, killed in the Zulu
War at Isandhlwana in 1879.

The original Warrant stipulated
that the award would be forfeited
if the recipient was convicted of 2
criminal offense. Only eight of the
500 or more VCs awarded during
the Queen’s reign were forieited.
This penalty was rescinded by
her grandson George V in 1920,
who said, “Even were a2 VC to be
sentenced to be hanged for murder,
he should be allowed to wear his
Victoria Cross on the scaffold.”

PLAYER'S
CIGARETTES.

Scots Fusilier Guards Defending
the Colours. On September 20,

1854, during the Battle of Alma,
Captain Robert James Lindsay,

Sergeant James Mckechnie and
Private William Reynolds, while under
heavy fire, rallied the men around the
colours after the formation of the line
had been broken. Each received a VC

: Victoria Cross was 15 years old,
: the eldest was 61. The largest
: number awarded for

: one battle is eleven —

: the defence of Rorke’s
: Drift in the Zulu

: War. No woman has

: received the Victoria
: Cross, though

: there is no explicit

: exclusion in the

: original Warrant.

: One woman, Mrs. Webber Harris,
: wife of the Commanding Officer

: of the 104th Bengal Fusiliers, was
: the closest candidate. In September
: 1859, she was presented with a

: gold replica of the VC (without

: its “For Valour” inscription) by

: General Sir Sam Browne, VC,

: for her untiring attentions to the
: victims of a cholera outbreak in
: 1859.

: brought with it an obscenely

: meagre pension of £10 per

: annum. One hundred and fifty

: years later, that amount has risen
: to £1,495 — still a token by today’s
: standards. (Contrast that with

: the market’s appreciation of the

: medal - £230,000 at auction in 2004!)

Payhook of Sergeant Henry Ramage,
Royal Scots Greys, who was awarded
the Victoria Cross for bravery at

the Battle of Balaclava (author’s
collection)

The youngest recipient of the

Detailed notation: “At the action at
Balaclava for which Her Majesty the
Queen awarded him the Victoria Cross
for acts of bravery during the action”

When first instituted, a VC

ToRIA Tross- GALLERY.

On June 26, 1857, Queen Victoria

: invested 62 Crimean recipients in
: London’s Hyde Park with the VC.
: Since then, 1,289 Victoria Crosses
: have been awarded.

The foregoing is the reality. Now

for the myth.

: challenge when it w-
: the cannons were of

Courtesy of Kensington Fine Arts Assoc., London

For years it was accepted belief

: that the bronze for the VC came

. exclusively from two 18 pdr. Russizn
: cannons captured in the Crimean

: War. Those cannons are now

. on display at the Royal Artillers

: Museum at Woolwich.

This belief received == =
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shipped directly to England on the
transport Chersonese arriving in

the Crimean War!
Metallurgical analysis has

produced up until World War I

came from a single cannon that may
well have been used in the Crimea,
though no official documented
confirmation has been found. The
prevailing thought today is that the
metal supply from this cannon ran
out in 1914, after producing 560 VCs,
and that the two Woolwich Chinese
cannons then came into use.

The bronze for the medal comes
from the cascabels of the guns,
and not the barrels themselves.
The cascabel is a heavy, knob-like
protrusion on the breach end,
connected by a neck to the barrel
proper. The cascabel serves as
an anchor point for ropes used in
manhandling the gun.

Of the two Woolwich cannons, one
(#2188B) has had its cascabel totally
depleted. The other (#2188A) has

to make 90 more Crosses. This

- metal, referred to as

: the “mother ingot,” is
July 1861 - five years after the end of :
: avault at the Central
: Ordnance Depot of

: the Royal Logistic
determined that the Victoria Crosses :
: Whenever

: removed, the metal
: is always under
: guard with an

: officer present.

: are hand-cast,

: no two Victoria

: Crosses are

¢ exactly the same,
¢ afitting tribute to
: unique and individual acts
: of bravery.

ingot” went missing in February

: 1942 and a “rogue” batch of metal

: was introduced to provide an

: undetermined number of VCs. The
legendary metal was recovered

: ayear later by an officer at the

. Donnington Ordnance Depot, where : one of them ever saw action in the
it had been shipped for safekeeping : Crimea! &2

been reduced to 22 pounds - enough : :

The two 18 pdr. “Chinese” cannons on display at the Royal
Artillery Museum. The one on the left is #2188A

Special thanks to Peter Duckers, author

locked in a container in

Corps, Donnington.

Because they

Crimean medal with bar for Sevastopol
and China medal with bars for Pekin
1860 and Taku Forts 1860 awarded
to a Private in “The 1st Royals.” It is
noteworthy that both these campaigns
were the sources of the VC metal

A bizarre footnote: The “mother

:  So, rather than one or two, in fact
: four cannons have contributed to the
: Victoria Cross — and, at most, only

from the Woolwich Arsenal during

: the Blitz.

Jim Hillestad operates under
the name “The Toy Soldier”
His museum, containing more
than 35,000 figures and a large
collection of militaria, is located
in the Pocono Mountains of
Northeastern Pennsylvania. For
directions and hours, call him at
570 629-7227 or visit his website
at www.the-toy-soldier.com
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of The Victoria Cross; to Mark Smith,

Curator of the Royal Artillery Historical

Trust, Woowich; to Brian Best, Editor
of The Journal of the Victoria Cross

Society; and to John Glanfield’s scholarly

research work Bravest of the Brave.

Russian Crimean War cannon — note the cascabel on the breach end




