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James H. Hillestad, Member No. 6, tells us
another Footnote to History with the story of the
‘Lone Tree’ at the battle for Loos during WWI

Imost 10 million men were
Akilled in the fighting of World

War I, and another 6 million
lost limbs, eyesight, and hearing.
The “Great War” swept aside the
monarchies of Europe — Kaiser

Wilhelm II of Germany, Kaiser Franz

British 4.5 inch Howitzer

. Josef I of Austria-Hungary, and Tsar

: Nicholas II of Russia. Along with
them went Sultan Mohammed V and
: his Ottoman Empire.

The war had seen the introduction

of tanks, airplanes, submarines, and
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: poison gas. For the soldier in the
trenches, it was a nightmare without
end. This is the story of one macabre
incident in this dark time in human
history.

:  Itoccurred in September, 1915, in

: northern France, near the Belgian

: border. The place was the outskirts of
: the town of Loos.

¢ The British and German lines

| | were separated by a battle-scarred

4 : no-man’s land. Artillery fire had

: obliterated everything, but for one

: lone tree. It was an enormous cherry
: tree and that spring it had flowered

: profusely.

Did you know?

The Treaty of Versailles not only
outlawed the German production
of tanks, submarines and military
aircraft, but also prohibited the
manufacture of toy soldiers!

: One night, a British patrol of the
: Seaforth Highlanders set out to

: young Lieutenant carried with him

German 84th Infantry
Regt. (17655)

: reconnoiter the enemy lines. A brazen :
: the London Scottish Regiment and a

: participant in the fighting, returned to
: the battlefield and sawed off a piece of

‘Repeated efforts to retrieve his body failed
under withering German gunfire’

: a Union Jack, which he intended to

: hang at the top of the cherry tree for
: all the world to see. Though he was

: successful in hanging the flag, on

: his way down he was illuminated by
¢ German flares and machine-gunned.

At daybreak, there he hung,

: suspended from one of the branches.
: Repeated efforts to retrieve his

¢ body failed under withering German
: gunfire. As a final resort, British

: artillery were directed to destroy the
. tree with the goal of bringing down

: the body and eliminating the ghastly,
: degrading sight. Though they were

¢ successful in their goal, the tree still
: stood — stripped of its branches but
 still standing. Five years later, the tree
: flowered again.

In 1933, Stuart Dolden, formerly of

the tree. Over the years, the tree had

: grown over its wounds . . . but a bullet
¢ protruding from the salvaged section
: of wood was mute testimony to what
. had happened there.
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Jim Hillestad operates under
the name “The Toy Soldier.” His
museum, containing more than
35,000 figures and a large col-
lection of militaria, is located
in the Pocono Mountains of
Northeastern Pennsylvania. For

directions and hours, call him on
570 629-7227 or visit his website
at www.the-toy-soldier.com
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